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GIVING THANKS
Amid the hustle of the holiday season and as we prepare to bid farewell to 2015, this is 

a good opportunity to reflect on positive events this year.  

Legislative/Regulatory Successes:
Protecting Your Medical License:

An LSMS introduction, HB 843 led to the enactment of Act 441 that secured your 
due process rights in an investigation concerning your medical license.  The Louisiana 
State Board of Medical Examiners is finalizing the administrative process to first define 
what exactly medical incompetency or unprofessional conduct actually is and then to 
create a review process in order to determine whether significant cause exists to warrant a 
formal investigation.  If by majority vote of the LSBME Board, an administrative hearing is 
deemed appropriate, the physician will have the right to counsel during the proceedings.  

Scope of Practice Issues: 
HB 416 was deferred in committee and would have expanded the scope of practice for 

APRNs and removed the collaborative practice agreement requirement with a supervising 
physician.  Also deferred was SB 56 that would have expanded chiropractors’ scope of 
practice.  Stay alert as these issues will likely return next session.

On a positive note, SB 115 became Act 453 and increases the number of physician 
assistants that may be directly supervised by a supervising physician from 2 to 4.

Public Health:
Act 394 was enacted and adds vaccination against meningococcal disease for those 

entering schools and day care facilities.
LSMS worked with Rep. Helena Moreno of New Orleans to ensure appropriate 

medical standards were included in Act 192 that authorizes a licensed medical practitioner 
with specific training to dispense naloxone to someone at risk of opioid overdoes without 
an examination.

– continued on page three 
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Patient advocacy and professional development through physician leadership

Who Do You Trust to Decide Your Fate?
When I accepted the office of JPMS President in January, 

my goal was to address what I believe to be the single most 
important issue we face, declining membership. As my term 
draws to a close, I can report only moderate success.  However, 
we have updated our data-base of MD’s in Jefferson Parish and 
are currently sending information to members as well as non-
members with the hope some will be influenced to join and get 
involved.  If just a small percentage join, we all win.  We still 
have a long way to go with over 900 potential members who 
are benefactors of the legislative influence organized medicine 
provides. Statistics show there are roughly 1348 MD’s in Jefferson 
Parish, of which only 394 are current members of JPMS, just 
29%.  

It is important to remember that in 1975 the physician 

leaders (JPMS in cooperation with the LSMS) not only pushed 
for the passage of Act 817, our medical malpractice law, but still   
continue to fight annually to maintain this protection for all 
Louisiana physicians and their patients.

When Louisiana physicians received a significant reduction 
in the surcharge that we all pay into the Patient Compensation 
Fund, I hope they realize that medical society physicians who sit 
on the PCF Oversight Board made this happen. 

Our current members already see the value of supporting 
JPMS and the LSMS.  It is the non-members we have to 

convince. I hope, sooner than later, that we all can influence 
some of our colleagues to see the importance of our mission.  If 
not, we will continue to forge ahead with the devoted members 
we already have for as long as we can.  I ask each member of 
JPMS to consider talking to one non-member to join our efforts.  

We held our Annual Meeting on Thursday, November 5th 
at the Heritage Grill on Veterans.  At this meeting, we elected 
officers for 2016 and formulated four resolutions for the 2016 
LSMS House of Delegates.  If you were unable to attend this 
meeting, your ideas for potential legislation that will aid your 
practices are still important.    Your ideas can become new 
laws or regulations to make Louisiana a better place to practice 
medicine.  In addition, I invite you to weigh in on a potential 
restructuring of the current relationship between the parish/
component society and the state society.  One of the big 
questions is should we regionalize? This may affect the fate of our 
society. The stakes are high, medicine is changing, and it’s more 
important than any other time to be active in deciding our fate.  
We value your ideas and participation.  

It has been a great privilege to serve as JPMS President in 
2015.  I thank you for your confidence and support throughout 
this year.  JPMS is fortunate to have a strong tradition of 
physician leadership in Jefferson Parish and within the state.  
We have also had the privilege of Charlene Baudier service for 
the past 26 years who has help provide steady guidance to many 
of us on the executive committee.  With her upcoming well 
deserved retirement, she will be missed.  However, with our 
new Executive Director, Jodi Schwing, setting the pace, JPMS 
is positioned to be just as strong in the future.  Again, thank 
you so much for the pleasure of allowing me to serve this great 
organization.  

Ralph P. Katz, M.D.
 President

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

…your ideas for potential 
legislation that will aid your 
practices are still important.

At the Legislative Wrap-Up, JPMS and OPMS members learn about positive new legislation resulting from medicine’s lobbying efforts 
during the 2015 Legislative Session.



– continued from page one 
Credentialing:

Act 63 requires that once credentialed by an insurer, a 
provider is credentialed by that insurer for any location at which 
the provider practices.

Medicaid:
Act 21 codifies that DHH cannot limit the timely filing 

period to less than 365 days from date of service.

Pocketbook Issues:
With the passage of Act 817 in 1975 that guarantees afford-

able medical malpractice coverage is available by changing the 
way claims are litigated and paid came the Patients Compensa-
tion Fund.  The PCF was created to compensate patients injured 
by medical malpractice.   To maintain the solvency of the PCF, 
providers have faced increases over the years in the surcharges 
they paid.  Now that PCF is able to meet all current and future li-
abilities, the LSMS appointees to the PCF Oversight Board fought 
for the rate reductions averaging 31.91% that physicians have been 
receiving beginning in 2012.  

Your membership in JPMS and the LSMS supports physician-
led medicine in Louisiana and critical activism on behalf of your 
profession and your patients. 

     3     3

Meet Jodi Schwing,
JPMS Executive Director

Jefferson Parish Medical Society is excited to announce 
the hiring of Jodi Schwing as the executive director of our 
organization.  Jodi brings to JPMS more than 20 years of 
experience in medical practice management and hospital 
medical affairs.  Many of you may remember Jodi from her 
years as the nursing administration manager and medical 
affairs coordinator at Lakeside Hospital from 1995 to 2005.  
Jodi worked with Drs. Jay Binder, John Cazale, Robert 
Mimeles, and Mel Parnell at the Bone and Joint Center of 
Metairie as their office manager from 2005 as they recovered 
from hurricane Katrina until July when JPMS persuaded her 
to ply her talents coordinating the activities of hundreds of 
physicians in every medical specialty and practice setting.  
That has to be easier than implementing ICD-10!!

Jodi is only the third individual to manage the business 
of our organization in its 56 year history.  Jodi is married to 
Baron and the mother to Ryan and Matthew.  Come welcome 
Jodi to the JPMS family at our Annual Installation Dinner-
Dance on Friday, January 8th at the Metairie Country Club, 
580 Woodvine Avenue in Metairie.  Look for your invitation 
in the mail in early December.

Drs. Greg Sossaman, Dolleen Licciardi and Pat Breaux with Jeff 
Williams, LSMS Executive Vice President during the Legislative 
Wrap-Up in August.

JPMS 2015 
Sponsors:

We appreciate the generous support of the JPMS 
friends listed below that sponsored our events in 2015:

Blue Williams, L.L.P.

LAMMICO

Medtronic

AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana

Eagle Capital Management

MRI of Louisiana

Practice Protection Fund

Stand-Up Open MRI Centers of LA
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The Jefferson Physicians’ 
Foundation Continues to 
Fight the Flu

During Binational Health Week in early October of 2014 
and 2015, the Jefferson Physicians’ Foundation (JPF) worked 
with the Honduran and Mexican consulates to coordinate health 
fairs. These events resulted in more than 500 local residents 
getting a flu vaccination in New Orleans and its surrounding 
communities.  

The Foundation has been a strong supporter of the National 
Influenza Vaccination Disparities Partnership (NIVDP) in 
Louisiana.  The NIVDP is comprised of 
multi-sector partners who work to promote 
flu vaccination among underserved 
populations including African Americans, 
Hispanics, and American Indians/Alaska 
Natives. The partnership is supported 
by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and these local health 
fairs have been hugely successful for the 
last two years. In addition to leadership 
from JPF President Dr. Carlos Ródriquez-
Fierro of the Cardiology Center, the local 
health department, faith-based groups, 
community clinics, and the New Orleans 
Mayor’s Office have all participated and 
provided resources for the health fair. 
The fair at Verbo Church in Kenner had 
a significant impact on the community. 
Pastor José M. Rodriguez proudly announced that “more than 
500 parishioners participated in the health screenings, which 

included consultations with dentists, blood pressure checks, and 
flu vaccinations. Every service is a blessing, and we are thankful.” 

JPF continues to enroll individuals in Affordable Care 
Act plans through the Marketplace as a Certified Application 
Counselor organization.  Those individuals who previously 
signed confidentiality agreements were assisted by Ana De 
la Garza via mobile phone and others were referred to local 
assisters.  Approximately 253 families and/or individuals received 

assistance.  
Other JPF activities included support 

in donation collections for Jefferson 
Beautification, coordinating an interview 
for Telemundo with Dr. Juan Gershanik 
regarding the measles outbreak, working 
with the Hispanic American Medical 
Association of LA (HAMAL) to provide 
volunteer services for a new referral 
program led by Dr. Soffy Botero, and 
answering calls to give referrals to 
community clinics.  Spreading our reach 
beyond Louisiana, Ana collaborated 
with the North Carolina branches of the 
American Red Cross and American Cancer 
Society and served on a panel of experts 
organized by the North Carolina Hispanics 
in Philanthropy for Latino immigrants 

on navigating the health care system and the importance of 
vaccinations. 

Patient advocacy and professional development through physician leadership

JPF continues to 
enroll individuals 

in Affordable Care 
Act plans through 
the Marketplace 

as a Certified 
Application Counselor 

organization. 

In partnership with Jefferson Parish Medical Society,
the Jefferson Physicians’ Foundation proudly coordinates volunteers to address
health disparities and emergency preparedness in our community.

I would like to support the Jefferson Physicians’ Foundation by:
n Volunteering my time and talents n Donating in-kind items and services n Making a monetary donation
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________ E-mail: _______________________________________________

Checks payable to:
Jefferson Physicians’ Foundation
4937 Hearst Street, Suite 2B  •  Metairie, LA  70001

You will receive a letter acknowledging your tax-deductible donation (Tax I.D. #47-0954038)

PLEDGE CARD
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SPOTLIGHTS
n JPMS Congratulates Dr. Moises Arriaga who was recently 

elected president of the American Neurotology Society, a 
national organization founded in 1965 to serve physicians, 
otologists, neurotologists, residents, fellows, researchers, 
nurses, occupational and speech therapists involved in the 
care of patients with neurotologic conditions.

n Dr. Kate Sullivan chaired a very successful Stayin’ Alive 
Belles and Beaus Ball benefitting the American Cancer 
Society.  Among the honored Belles were Dr. Nicole Rogers 
and Katherine Raymond (Mrs. Beau).  Katherine was also 
recognized by the Young Leadership Council as one of their 
24 role models 

n Recognized for his significant contribution to medicine 
was Dr. Joseph Biundo who received the Spirit of Charity 
Award bestowed each year since 1998 to a physician who was 
nurtured at the now shuttered but always beloved Charity 
Hospital.  

n Dr. Robert and Beverly Matheney were everywhere this 
summer and fall.  As underwriters for the entertainment 
for the Men/Women of Fashion and New Orleans Ballet 
Association’s annual luncheon, they sponsored dance 
students from the New Orleans Recreation Development 
Commission and the New Orleans Ballet Association Center.  
Dr. and Mrs. support the youth of our community as Board 
Members for Young Audiences and Beverly is a member of 
the Board of Directors for the Council on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse (CADA) for Greater New Orleans.  

n So you think you can dance?  Well Dr. Jane Cagan Miller 
proved she can when she danced the paso doble with Stefan 
Howard in the dance exhibition at “A Night in Rio” benefit 
for Jefferson Beautification, Inc. Dr. Carlos Rodriguez-
Fierro served as honorary chairman of this festive and very 
successful event.

n More dancing and this time for the Arts to raise money for 
Young Audiences.   Dr. Adil Fatakia’s fine footwork on the 
dancefloor at the 6th annual event merited him the coveted 
People’s Choice Award. Rickie Nutik (Dr. Gordon) serves 
as the YA executive director overseeing its 300 performances 
across Louisiana reaching 70,000 children with early learning 
programs, after school and summer programs and much 
more.

n What do WYES, Audubon Park, and Tulane Summer Lyric 
Theatre all have in common?  JPMS members’ support of 
course.  In the news currently are Dr. Marcus and Veronique 
Black who dressed in their Downton Abby finery to benefit 
WYES, which presents this hit show.  Dr. Bart Farris, a 
longtime supporter of our spectacular zoo, serves as the 
Treasurer of the Audubon Commission and holds the purse 
strings for the design and development of the Audubon 
Institute treasures. Dr. Mark and Barbara Workman serve as 
Chairmen of the Board for Tulane’s Summer Lyric Theatre.  A 
standing ovation to these JPMS community heroes.

n Chapelle High School grads Dr. Catherine Fitzmorris 
and Connie Dantagnan (Dr. Ricky) were among those 
recognized as Legacy Leaders.  Connie serves as advancement 
director at Chapelle.

n Dr. William Pinsky recently was honored by the Ochsner 
Alumni Association with the Honorary Alumni Award, a 
well-deserved recognition.

n Have you received a new certification or expanded areas of 
interest within your specialty? Your patients and potential 
patients want to know. Please mail, fax (455-7388) or e-mail 
(email@jpms.org) information about your practice to Progress 
Notes.   JPMS will be better able to direct new patients to 
your practice and your editor would like to ‘’Spotlight’’ your 
accomplishments.

Jennifer Marusak, LSMS Director of Legislative Affairs, with Dr. 
Bob McCord and Dr. Stormy Johnson at the recent Legislative 
Wrap-Up.
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504-455-8282

Progress Notes

In Memoriam
JPMS notes with sadness the passing of the respected 

colleagues listed below

Dr.  Alberto Arriliaga
1939-2015

JPMS Member since 1975

Dr. Richard L. Bagnetto
1926-2015

JPMS Member since 1972

Dr. Gustavo A. Colon
1973-2015

JPMS Member since 
JPMS President in 1987

Dr. George Gaethe
1919-2015

JPMS Member since 1981

Dr. James M. McCready
1930-2015

JPMS Member since 1972

Dr.  Richard Warren
1943-2015

JPMS Member since 1984

   — PRACTICE MATTERS —
ICD-10 Update 
With the implementation of ICD-10 in October, the LSMS wants 
your feedback on how this transition has affected your practice 
both pre and post implementation. Please take a moment to 
complete the quick five question survey.  Simply visit http://
lsms.org/surveys/?id=ICD10 to participate.  Additionally, please 
report any issues related to ICD-10 to JPMS
(504-455-8282 or email@jpms.org) or to LSMS Director of Policy 
& Administration, Sabrina Noah, at Sabrina@lsms.org or
225-763-2310. 

Renew Your JPMS-LSMS Membership online:  
Thanks to those who have already renewed for 2016 for your 
continued support.  There is still time to pay before year’s end. 
See the upper right corner of the JPMS website (www.jpms.org) 
to conveniently pay be credit or debit card.  

Shreveport Here We Come: The 135th annual meeting 
of the Louisiana State Medical Society House of Delegates takes 
place in Shreveport, LA, January 22-23, 2016. Contact JPMS if 
you wish to participate.

Follow JPMS on Facebook:  Don’t miss the latest postings 
by JPMS on Facebook and Twitter.  Go to www.jpms.org where 
you can easily like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.   

JPMS Website:  Visit www.jpms.org for information on 
upcoming events and to link to member benefits.  Check the 
accuracy of your listing in the “Physician Directory” section.  
Contact the JPMS office (455-8282 or email@jpms.org) with 
changes or complete an “Update Your Information” form under 
the Membership tab and fax it to JPMS at 504-455-7388.  

Is your Office Manager a member of the Medical 
Group Management Association - Greater New 
Orleans Chapter? This valuable organization was formed 
in 1995 to further the personal and professional development 
and improve the medical practices of practice managers in our 
area.  Annual dues are $75 that includes bi-monthly educational 
luncheons and 1 to 2 workshops.  The JPMS office can email or 
fax application information to you or visit www.mgma-nola.org/

Now Hear This -  High Level Hearing Technology is a brand 
new clinic in Harahan that offers comprehensive audiology 
services for your adult and pediatric patients.  Doctor of 
Audiology, Lana Joseph Au.D., invites your patient referrals to 
her state-of-the-art audiology clinic, 5640 Jefferson Highway, 
(504) 308-0688. Most insurance accepted.

HAVE YOU ADDED A NEW PHYSICIAN TO 
YOUR PRACTICE?  Contact JPMS (504-455-8282 or 
email@jpms.org) with the names of your new colleagues and 
we’ll take care of the rest.  If you prefer, retrieve an application 
under the Membership tab on the JPMS website www.jpms.
org.  Physicians in the 1st or 2nd year of practice receive a dues 
discount.  LAMMICO will cover the membership dues of new 
physicians insured by LAMMICO.

Patient advocacy and professional development through physician leadership

http://www.jpms.org
http://www.jpms.org
http://www.jpms.org
mailto:email@jpms.org
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NEW MEMBERS
Dr. Ahmet Bedestani
Urogynecology
EJGH Urogynecology Clinic
4228 Houma Blvd. , Suite 330
Metairie, LA 70006
(504) 503-5505

Dr. Lawrence Breitkreutz
Thoracic Surgery
LA Heart Lung Vascular 
Institute
4228 Houma Blvd., Suite #300
Metairie, LA 70006
(504) 454-2222 

Dr. Elizabeth Foley Bucher
Dermatology
The Skin Surgery Centre
1615 Metairie Road, Suite 101
Metairie, LA 70005
(504) 644-4226

Dr. Lisa Casey 
Family Practice
4228 Houma Blvd., Suite 200
Metairie, LA 70006
(504) 454-7878

Dr. David P. Kennedy
Ophthalmology
Gulf South Eye Associates
4224 Houma Blvd. Suite 100
Metairie, LA 70006
(504) 454-1000

Dr. James McKinnie
Cardiovascular Disease 
Jefferson Electro Physiology
4224 Houma Blvd. Suite 400
Metairie, LA  70006
(504) 503-6188

Dr. Geraldine A. St. Germain
Obstetrics/Gynecology
EJ Women’s Care 
4228 Houma Blvd., Suite 410
Metairie, LA 70006
(504) 883-3770

Dr. Roeland Van Opijnen
Obstetrics/Gynecology
Tulane University Medical 
Group
1430 Tulane Ave. Box 8611
New Orleans, LA  70112
(504) 988-5217

CHANGES:
Dr. Lucius Craig, III
New address:
64301 Hwy. 434
Lacombe, LA 70445
(504) 882-4500

Dr. Russell Levy
Delete 5000-A W. Esplanade 
address:

Dr. Mohinder P. Oberoi 
New address:
Doctor’s Same Day Surgery 
Center
4633 Wichers Dr., Suite 200
Marrero, LA  70072
(504) 723-4500

CHANGE TO 
RETIRED:
Dr. L. Thomas Cashio
Dr. Frank C. DiVincenti
Dr. James M. Tubb
Dr. Harry S. Vorhaben, Jr.
Dr. Charles H. Watts

DELETE:
Dr. Sudhir K. Julka
Dr. Edmund K. Kerut
Dr. Daniel A. Marshall, Jr.
Dr. Kevin R. Martinez
Dr. Lesley Ann Meng
Dr. Kelly N. Mizell
Dr. Luis F. Mosquera
Dr. Justin Brandt Olinde
Dr. Paul N. Page
Dr. Vijay M. Patel
Dr. Jeffrey C. Poole
Dr. Lenay Santana
Dr. Morteza Shamsnia
Dr. Mohamad A. Sidani
Dr. Janos I. Voros

Changes/Additions to the 2014-15 Pictorial Membership Directory:
You can access the directory online at www.jpms.org and click on “Physician Directory” and search for your name.  Please 

contact JPMS with any changes to your listing (504-455-8282).

Brave JPMS and OPMS Who Dats make the most of a 
very rainy Tailgating Picnic for the Saints vs. Panthers 
game in September.

http://www.jpms.org
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Free your mind to think about 
something other than med-mal.

Stand-Up Open MRI 
Centers of Louisiana

Stand-Up Open MRI shows pathology 
better than conventional MRI’s

• Accommodates Patients up to 500 lbs.
• The Only MRI Capable of Imaging 
   Weight Bearing, Flexion & 
   Extension of the Spine
• High Image Quality
• ACR Accredited Facility
• All Major Insurances Accepted 
• NEW CONVENIENT OFFICE HOURS:
   MON. - THUR. 7AM - 6PM  • FRIdAyS 7AM - 5PM   
                        SATURdAyS 8AM - 3PM

Please see our website: 
www.StandUpMRILA.com

Call 504-934-4000 or Fax 504-934-4001
Toll Free 888-782-6390 

4349 Loveland St. Metairie, LA 70006


